
Presentation of the Proposed Big Elk Plan at the 1st Public Meeting November 6, 2023

NOTE – one or two slides are missing.
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Outline of the evening’s presentation – the introductions occurred before this slide presentation, but the rest of the elements follow, 
after a summary statement of the PA state parks mission (next slide). Any criticism of what is proposed should, at least in part, hark 
back to the parks mission and how the proposed plan can be seen as deviating from it. Of course, they think that they are adhering 
to that mission in this proposal. 

The proposed amenities begin on page 24 below, with a series of maps showing their proposed locations beginning on page 42.
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Map of the park, but incomplete, as it does not show the lands in Elk that lie west of 841.
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Views of the park (this and the following 4 slides) as it currently is.
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Surrounding parklands and other protected lands.
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This and the next slide are their distillation of the input from surveys and stakeholders so far. There is no mention of increasing 
camping opportunities.
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This and the following 3 slides show the types of campsites that might be constructed. In the proposed plan, all types are currently 
included, as can be best seen in the detail of the admin and camping area proposed for  Elk north of Strickersville Rd.
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This and the following 3 slides show the trail types that might be constructed, depending on expected use and location.
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How the park might be used, based on how others are used. 
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Note that a range of options were presented and none of these were identified as the preferred look.
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This and the following slides show the types of stream crossings that might be built, with this slide showing those that work with an 
accessible trail and larger streams, and the following are for more minor, rustic crossings.
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The kind of structure (aside from a comfort station) that might be built in the Franklin portion, S of Strickersville Rd. Note that a 
range of options were presented and none of these were identified as the preferred look.
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Again, visualizations. Shower house would obviously be located in Elk. The Franklin overlook detail (further below) shows a 
building that is presumably a comfort station.
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Some ideas of what a maintenance building(s) might look like.
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The following pages show the site as it currently is, the locations of the proposed buildings and other structures, proposed parking 
and roads, proposed campsites, proposed new trails (3 slides, bridges and connections, vegetation, 3 slides relating to detailed views 
of the admin and camping area and the parking and overlook area, and a slide that combines all of the above into one image.
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More detailed views of the camping and admin area in Elk Twp and the parking and overlook area in Franklin are on the next 
pages.
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Elk detail
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Franklin detail
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Overall site plan
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